stomach, small intestine and colon and rectum are then accurately described in considerable detail and illustrated. A unique feature of this atlas is the description of stapled gastrointestinal operations: indications, contraindications, precautions, methods of avoiding accidents, complications, selected techniques and results. Special reference is given to the great pioneer work of Ravitch and Steichen on the use of staples, and to Goligher's excellent book, 'Surgery of the Anus, Rectum and Colon'.
The only criticism I have is that there are no descriptions of Heller's oesophagocardiomyotomy, excision of complicated gastric and duodenal diverticula, and operations for megaduodenum, Mechel's diverticulum, Hirschspring's disease and of fistula-in-ano.
Dr. Chassin and the publishers are to be congratulated on the production of this magnificent atlas, which will prove to be of great value; to fourth-year students, resident surgical officersand clinical surgeons, both in training and in surgical practice. It should be readily available to all medical residents and have a place in the library of every clinical surgeon. An opening section on microscopical anatomy is followed by chapters on congenital malformations, cystic disease and infection. The remainder of the book deals with vascular, tubular and glomerular disorders. Only main references are given.
RODNEY MAINGOT

Honorary Consultant Surgeon Royal Free Hospital. London
Atlas of Renal Pathology
The layout is unusual in that most sections consist of four pages, the outer two of which contain the text and the inner two the illustrations. While this may be of advantage to the publisher it is of considerable inconvenience to the reader, who is constantly having to tum the page.
Though concise, the text is easily read and much of it is surprisingly detailed for a book of this size. Many of the chapters reflect the major interests of the authors and the contributions they have made to renal pathology.
The illustrations include gross specimens, photo and electron micrographs of which the two former are mostly in colour and vary considerably in standard. Some are superb and the use of 1 um plastic-embedded sections for light microscopy is beautifully demonstrated. Others are disappointing and the colour variation of haematoxylin and eosin photomicrographs is distracting and could confuse the uninitiated.
The book is more of a concise illustrated textbook than an atlas but, as such, is of value to the pathologist and nephrologist in training and a useful source of readily available information to the practising histopathologist. The round table discussion at the end which expresses the views of the participants on the preservation of efficacy of antimicrobial treatment, despite worldwide spread ofRsfactors and transposons, is of general medical interest. However, most of this information has already reached the general medical press. The main part of thebook is incomprehensible to anyone unfamiliar with the technical language of microbial genetics. No glossary of terms is provided.
E JOAN STOKES
Consulting Microbiologist University College Hospital, London
Aspirin Symposiwn 1980 (International Congress and Symposium Series, No 39 J Hallam et aJ. (ed) pp 72 £6 London & New York: Royal Society of Medicine, Academic Press and Grune & Stratton 1981 This is a report on an excellent symposium on aspirin and its relation to asthma, gastrointestinal bleeding and food allergies but more important, its place in the prevention of myocardial infarction and intravascular clotting. The report contains to papers given by an international group of speakers, with each paper followed by a discussion. Several projects described in the papers are worth reading because they give examples of high quality research discipline.
Although the value of aspirin in the prevention of coronary infarction shows some benefit, the evidence is not conclusive in all the studies described, but the report opens up many new avenues of thought in this field.
It was found in some studies that aspirin was
